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3Introducing the DuraShock Pylon

Fillauer is proud to offer the DuraShock Pylon as part of 
its extensive line of quality Orthotic and Prosthetic com-
ponents.

The DuraShock Pylon is a new development in Prosthetic 
Technology. While shock/torsion reducing pylons have 
been available for several years, the DuraShock pylon offers 
several signi�cant improvements over previous designs. 

The main bene�t of a shock/torsion reducing pylon is that 
it simulates the rotation and shock absorption of the natu-
ral limb during stance phase. All lower limb amputees ben-
e�t from shock/rotation reduction, especially transfemoral 
users, who require greater motion damping at heel strike 
since the knee and ankle are not present. Bene�cial for 
everyday use, shock/torsion reduction is most noticeable 
during activities such as gardening, hiking, tennis, or golf.
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Features
� 3 different stiffnesses and two lengths
� 60° of axial rotation (30° in each direction)
� Simulates anatomic shock absorption
� Maintenance free design
� Build height as low as 5 inches

Beneþts
� Reduction of forces to residual limb
� Requires no lubrication or bumper changes
� Smooth motion created by the Dynamic Elastomer 	
� Enables stride length
� Compact design requires minimal clearance

Features and Beneþts

Warranty
Fillauer Companies, Inc. and Medventions will warrant the 
DuraShock to be free of defects in materials or workman-
ship for a period of One Year from the date of �tting. It is 
recommended that a copy of purchase invoice be marked 
with date of �tting and placed in patient chart as proof of 
purchase for warranty purposes.

The warranty will be voided if the weight rating for the 
pylon is exceeded or the pylon is modi�ed in any way 
(other than cutting as instructed in the installation sec-
tion). Evidence of obvious abuse or misuse will also void 
the warranty. 

Warranty

Indications and Contraindications

Indications
� Above knee amputations (Transfemoral)
� Below knee amputations (Transtibial)
� Activities requiring twisting, turning or uneven terrain
� Patients needing a reduction in vertical shock or torsion 

due to residual limb, knee, hip or back pain

Contraindications
� General lack of balance and coordination
� Very high activity level such as competitive sports (K4)
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Why choose the DuraShock?
The DuraShock is maintenance free and easy to use. In ad-
dition, the superior function of the DuraShock better ap-
proximates the biomechanical rotation and shock of the 
natural limb. 

The DuraShock has a lot of rotation. Will the patient accli-
mate to this function?
Yes, in most cases. Although, rotation in the lower extremity 
is natural, it is not included in many prosthetic designs. The 
control of this  range of motion may require a few days to 
master. After a week or so most patients like it so much they 
�nd it hard to return to a limb without rotation.

Can the rotation and shock function be adjusted or �ne-
tuned?
Yes, Using the dampening ring you can �ne-tune the per-
formance of the device. See instructions under �Dampening 
Ring� in this manual.

What is the weight limit for the DuraShock? 
Currently the weight limit is 250 lbs (113kg) overall. How-
ever, individual weight limits for each model are outlined in 
the �Selection� section of this manual.
 
Does it matter which end of the DuraShock attaches to the 
socket? 
No. It may be preferable to keep the heavier shock portion 
more proximal to reduce the �swing weight� of the overall 
prosthesis. 

Selection of the DuraShock Pylon

The DuraShock Pylon is available in long and short ver-
sions with 3 levels of �rmness. Pylons with the red elasto-
mer are the softest while the black is the �rmest and blue is 
the medium �rmness. Selection is based on patient weight 
and activity level. 

Selection begins with rating the patient as �less active� 
(functional level K2) or �more active� (functional level K3). 
Using this information the practitioner can then select the 
appropriate level of �rmness from the chart below: 

The long pylon is preferred and should be used whenever 
possible. If suf�cient clearance is not available for �tting 
of the long version, then the short version is indicated. The 
weight rating is lower for the short version than the long 
version.

If a patient is on the borderline between two �rmnesses, it is 
recommended to use the �rmer pylon. 

NOTE: Use of the dampening ring increases general stiff-
ness for vertical shock and rotations.

Pylon Selection Chart
Short or Long 30mm Pylon
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